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NEW MEXICO"HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
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GARY E. JOHNSON 
Governor 

April 6, 2000 
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R8giona1 Dfrcclor .. . ) 
Southwest Region USDNFCS . , . , 
1100 Commerce St. l·oom 5-C-30" 

•. - .: 

f • .•. ,-~ • 

Dallas, Texas 75242 
. ' . . ~ ~ .. 

Subject: Request for Consideration o'f:W~yer Extension 
•: '.- : ' .. "<t_r.·, irii.,_... ·,; : 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

Robiu Dozie1· O . ·n 
Deputy Secretary 

The State of New Mexico Department of Human Services, Income Support Division respectfully 
requests consideration of a waiver extension'. q·~ihe f'~od Stamp work requirement regulations 
ront<iined in Personal Responsibility_ and W~tk Oppo11unity Reco11ciliation Act of 1996, Section 
~~ . 

·.: ' . - : 

This rcqi1est includes waiver munbe~s ~noi3·s, 970136, and 970199. 

" 
The rcgulalion ri:quires that cci·tnin individu.als comply with a 20 hour a wcok work requirement 
in <Jrdcr t9 contil1ue to rccclvo rood stamp benefits. A state may request a waiver of the 
reqllirem(}nt for arcos with an uncmployment~~t6 over 10% or where tl1ero aro not sufficient jobs 
to provide employment for individuals'icq{lir~d to comply with the work requirement. 

. . . '~ .. . . , . -
.-·- -·· ·-~ .···. -~--~· •/.'~!. ·:· 

Thank you for your consideration 'of~{s':waiicr':extens_ion request. 
........ ·,. 

. . - ... 

J f you or your staff have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (505) 827-7252, or 
Sharon Regcnsbcrg at (505) 827-7:73-8. ·;:' . ~_., '· '· 

.. :'_1.·.r. . ; . . - ' . . ~ 

Sincerely, 

:=f~ .. · 
~~~~lt 

. : ~ ~; . - ! ·.~ .: ;, . 

. ;- ... 
• .' 6 .'.J. 

Dircclor .; . . . . . 
• • ; . • • ' r • ' . ' \ ~ - :: ,. •. 

lucome Support Divh:ion 
.. 

.• _ • .J· -··· 

,, . , 

·o-
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·, 

WAiVER EXTENSION REQUEST 

1. WAIVER SEIUAL NUMBER: ·::.~>70135 
, . . - :· . --

2. TYPE OF REQUEST: "Extension· 

3. PRIMARY Rl!:GULATION,ClTATIQN: Section 6(0) of the Food Stmnp Act, ns 
amended by THI~ VIII ofSootio·n:824J:·iJtthe Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act ofl 99_6. 

4. .SECONDARY RECU~A!TION CITATION: 

5. STATE: New Mexico 

6. REGION: Southwest . · 

7. RRGULATORY REQUIREMENTS: Soction 824 requires that certain individu;lls 
pnrtlcipating in the Food Statii!fProg'filliibe worldng or participating In a work p1·ogra01 
for 20 hours a week, averaged ovor the month, in order to remain eligible to rccoive food 
stampbenefits. · ·'·~·r~·(,~)·; 

8. PRO.POSKD ALTRRNATIV,R P~O'CEDURES: The Human Seniiccs Departmo11t 
requests an extension orthew.aivco:Cffth'e~work requirement fou11d in section 824, which 
allows New Mexico to waive·theworkrequiremcnt in areas with au unemployment rate 
of ewer IO percent as identified by the Department of Labor, Btm'.:au of Labor Statistics 
(J3LS). . . - - '·.: .:·,: ...... :. · 

9. JUSTU<'ICATION FORREQUEST: The Human Services Departmonl lhrough the 
DOL~BLS has klentified counties with u11employmcnt rates of over 10 peL'CCnt. 

This wa.ive;r currently includes.1fidividi1als residing.in counties which have been iclcntificd 
by BLS as having an unemployment fate ofover 10 percent. These counti~s a.re Luna, 
Mora., and Taos. This wE,ivci:ex.tenSi¢ri.request also i11cludes tho Jica:rmn Apache in Rio 
An'iba County, Mcscalero,Apac.ho.fo0tefo County, Jemez Pueblo and Zia Pueblo in 
Sru1d~~al County, Picuris and Taos·ptiebl~s in Taos County and Laguna Pueblo in Cibola 
Cou\iw · '"-I 41J/ \ · \ 

\<¥1"\,lfb/ o ... .:.".'i: :~:·:~:~ ,.,~. G \\,10\ G' ~·\ ~~ 
.TI~'Chtron County unernploynTenkratb-1dropped Lo !}.8%, Chaves to 8.4%, Cjbola County 
dropped to 8.1 %, Guadalupt; lo:·&.3%,·Rio: Arriba Counly to 7.4% and San'Miguol County? 
to 7.0%~ th~reforc~ they are·notinchtded·itl this request for a waiver extension ir\arcas 

/ 

with an unemployment rate oyer · l 0 :percent. However, thoy are included in waiver 
number 970136 exlension rcque~t under Labor Surplus Areas. The following aro counties 
with an unemployment rate:over.J.O':j)ercfa1t, clS identified from the most recent 
i1ilomiatio11 provided by thcDepartmcntofLaho.r, Bureau of Labor Statistics: 

-. 
\ 

. . ·• 
::,~.:·;.;~1;:::.""·ff j;~~ 

· .... ,. 

'I 
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.COUNTY 

Luna 
Mora 
Taos 

2147678670 

2147678670 

' . ~ .. 
---

.DNEMPLQYMENT RAIES 

24.0% 
17.3% 
11.7% 

T-752 P-04/09 F-684 

10. ANTICIPATED lMPACT ON HOUSEHOL'DS AND STATE AGENCY: An 
individual identified as an ABA WD and residing iii. these couni1es will not be required to 
comply with a work requirement in 1hese arcns of high unemployment, The State Agency 
oase maintenance activity wm continue to be simplified with a waiver extension of tbc 
work requirement. 

11. CASELOAD INFORMATION AND QUALITY CONTROL ERROR RAl'I.£ FOR 
AFFECTED PORTION: The Hiiman Services Department has identified approximately 
5,000 potential ABA WDS statewide. Of that numberJ app1·aximately 250 are identifiod · 
in the tlu-cc counties included-in this waiver extension request. 
The average effor rate for FF'y-,99 for these counties is 6.55%. This includes cn·o1-s for all 
elements, not only work J;equirement errors. 

12. ANTICIPATEJl JMPLEMENTATION DATE: The waiver is already implemented 
•md would continue beginning April I, 2000. Field staff will be informed of the areas 
affected upon approval of the exfoiisi'On!teq-uest b~ FNS . . . . - . 

: ., \.A·:.:.>,_:_:_ ·~··,·.,..·"'i_.1 ~~I:~ 

13. PROPOSED QUALITY CONTROL {QC) PROCEDURES: Quality Control will not 
apply the work rcquire:m~nt-.policy•to:indivitluals in areas approved under this waivci·. 
Quality Control wi 11 continue to apply E &T work registration rcq uirements to such 
individuals. 

•.' ·.·, , -.i'' .-· •. 
... ~ ' { .' !.~ I • :~ ~ (, \ _' 

l4. SIGNATURE J.\Nll TITLKQR:REQUESTING OFlc'ICIAL: 

. . \ ·~ -. - .:.·~-::..: \ ·J' . \ 

Patsy Barnet 
Income Suppo1t Division 

-- .;,- ; ' - \_ - . 
lS. ~ • 1, - .. , . _, ' •. ' DATE OF REQUEST . - .· - -

• •, .• l. . ". .• ~.· ... ' . · . 

..... _ ... 

. . . ·. ~- : ·.~;. ': . 

'· .. . . "\ ..... . 
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, . • • L l. :.~ ,·. ~ ~~' • , r: 

W AIYER EXTENSION REQUEST 
- ·._-._., • I '• 

• •.,,. '!.- • ·I,, . .:• r ~· 

1. WAIVER SERIAL NUMBER:;-:':.u970136 
·-·. :... : : . .;-. ~~- \ \. ii'.:}~.-'. r..: 

2. TVPE OF REQUEST: · .: ·ExtciT·sion·· 

.3. l")RlMARY RECULATlON'CtfATJON: ·Personal Responsibility .and Work 
Opportunily Reconcmation Act of 1~96; Title VU~. Section 824 

~. . . : 

4. SRCONDAnv RF.GULA'rioN:cn·ATION: 

s. STATE: NewMcxico . ' 

6. REGION: Southwest 
_.1· •.. 

7. lU~GULATORY REQUIREMENTifr :Section 824 requires that cenaiu individuals 
pru1icipating in tl10 Food Stamp Program·bc working or participating in a work progrmn 
for 20 hours a week. avcraged~ovcr th~riionth, in order to remain eligible to receive food 
stamp benefits. · ·• · ·. ; .. '.'· :i 

8. PROPOSED AVl'l1:RNATlVE PROCEDURES: Request oxtension of waiver of 
Section 824, which allows!New.Mex.fcO:.to waive the work requirement in areas where 
tllcrc are not sufficientjobs1to pro-Yiae~efoploymcnt for individuals required to comply 
with the work rcquiron16llt, aS idontifled by DOL-Bl,S. 

9. JUSTJ.FJCATJON li'OR REQUEST: Tho Human Services Department througll 1110 

DOL·BLS has identified as Labor Surplus Area~/counties. The most recent data for 
Stuvlus Labor Areas is Dccvmber 1999. The surp1us labor data is tied to the 
unemployment rate for Lhe previous two·ycars. 

This waiver currently ii1cludes ·C'euidies· which have been 1dentified as Labor Surplus 
Aroa9 (LSA) by the Depar.tni~nt q;N .. abor, Economic Rcs~arch and Analysi,s. Tl101ie :,j 
counties arc ~ity ofC~tls?~5:Eddy.County, 9atrcm Co~nty, Ch~vesrCountr. Cib'ola 

. County, Colfax, Cpunty, Dona'kfia Qo\mty. Gmril--,County, 04Rdalupo Colmty, Ll.lna . 
County, McKlnt6y C92uty, Otefo·.litauntymiaus the City of Alamogordo, Rio Aij'i)a 
County, San Ju~n~oun:ty niinus:t}ie~ty!of ,Farminglon,. $-an Miguel County, Smhloval 
County minus the City of Rio .Jhrioho(So~Orto,•, and Torf'ahce County. List of currcmt 
Area$'is att:\chec.I. '•";'' :" ::, :.·;';1\::(11;·, .· 

.,_ 

The following arc counties iocntifietl ai·Surplus Labor Areas from the most recent 
information provicletl by the Depwiirient 6f Labor, Bure.au of Labor Statistics: 

£JJRPI .us Ll\JlOR 

Ca tr~ 

. 1·.. ,., ·~.: ·:. ""i 1.: - . 

·. ·~ :'.;·: - . . !· ·.· ~~~/ ,-
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·;~Chaves ~ ~ 6'(.J.JJ.Ul -~ 
;Cibola ' ~ 
.Colfax 
_D~n'!_Ana P/..MJ) (f CLW ~ (l,'.J:;. 
City-of Carlsbad in Eddy County only1' 
C.ffant 

vGmtdalu.pe 
vtuna 

2147678670 

McKinley ~ 
Q~oro C~uuty ~Alamogordo ~ 

vl110 Arriba . ~ . . . ·, ·. , 
. San Juan TU.ll-1i.IB-Tu-e Ciiy-efFarmmgton ~ 

\_,,San Miguel b__ 
.Sandoval County :minus-4ae-City of Rio Rancho,~ . 
. Socorro . <\ 
.Tommce 

T-752 P.06/09 F-684 

10. ANTfClPATED JMPACT ON lIOUSEHOJ...DS AND STATE AGENCY: An 
individual residing in these counties will not be required to comply with a work 
requirement in these Surplus 'LaboF-Al'eas. The State Agency case management activity 
wifl continue to be simplified, in fact, even become more sin1plified because the number 
of aroas I1as increased, with a waiver extension of the work reqt1irement. 

11. CASEI~OAD INFORMATION ANl> QUALlTY CONTROL ERROR UA TE FOR 
1\ FPECTED PORT JON~: The current Food Stamp caseload is 64,357. Within this 
caseload the Human Serviccs~D(;)partmcnt has identified 11 ~557 individuals statewide 
between the ages of 18 and 59 and who·~ are presently registered under E & T 
rcquirbmcnts. There are 31645 individuals idcnli fled as Able Bodied Adu1ts Without 
Dependants. This rcpresc1lts·.approximatcly 31.53% of individuals bclween the ages of 
J 8 and 59. 0 f llicsc, 2121 individuals reside in the counties which would be exempted 
from the 20 hour a week work requirement tmder this waiver. This represents 
approximately 58% of the ABAWD population . 

. ·.' ..... • - ~r .1 i.~ :.,_' :,._:,~_J ~-~ • 

The average error rate based on data frotn· October l 998 through September 1999, (most 
recent data avaifablc) for these.cotmtie:S-·15 7.38%. This includes errors for all categories] 
not only work :requirement:crrors.: '.\ .. :. · ·~ -

·, .. · • 'o;; ,:-,: ~. 

12. ANTICIPATED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: Waiver is already implemented antl 
would cmltinue. Fic]cl :.taffwil1 be j1iformed of additional a1·cas upon approval ofthc 
waiver by FNS. The extcnsfon is·tequestect .for om~ more year. 

13. PROPOSED QUALITY CONTROL.(QC) REVIEW PROCEDUJ{F.S: Quality 
Cc>ntrol will not apply tho wotk ·requircml:!nt policy to individuals in counties umVor 
1ndian country approved un<ler,this.waiver. Quality Control will continue lo apply n & T 
work registration requirement· to such·~ndividuals. 

. • ~-! • : : . .": 

'• /', '. :\... .. · ....• .. ~ :~ ~ .. 1 J 
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14. SIGNATURE AND TITJ..,E 01? REQUESTlNG OFFICIAL: 
.· . ·, .... .. ·-· ........ -.. -· 

Pa(l)y Brun t, Director· · -
Income Support Division 

15. DATEOFREQUEST: .-:_ 

.·:.-.--·-...... 
.. ~; ' ·"v··:'~~ ; __ - ... -

. ~. ., ,. 
': . :.~ . 

·.·. 
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· WAlVERREQUEST 

l. WAIVER SERIAL NUMBER: ·. ·· 970199 

2. TYP~ OF REQUEST: .. Exteri"sion 

3. PRIMARY REGULATION CJTATlON: Section 6(0) of the Food Slamp Act. as 
amended by Title VIII of the Personal Responsibi!ity and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1 g96. · · 

4. SECONDARY REGULATION CITATION: 

5. ST ATE: New Mexico 

G, n.EG!ON: Southwest 

'!. REGULATORY REQUIREMENTs~·Section 824 requires that certain individuals 
p:lrtfoipating in the Pood Stamp Program be working or participating in a work program 
for 20 hour~ a week, averaged over thn month. in order to remain eligible to i·ccdve food 
st~mp benefits. ·· ~: ·. -;: ;·.>.·:: ; · · 

S. l'ROPOSRD ALTEUNATIVE PROCEDURES: The Human Services Department 
requests an extension of the waivcr. .. of:th:e work requirement found in Section 824, which 
allows New Mexico to waive the work requirement in areas where the unemployment rntc 
is av~'r tbc national average or there are not sufficient jobs to provide employment for 
imlividnals required lo comply Wilh'thc work requlreme11t, as identified by th" 
Dopartmeni of Labor-Bureau of LaborStatistics. 

9. JUSTIFICATION ]1,0R REQUEST: The Human Services Department through the 
DOL-BLS has identified the followin[(pueblos/resetvatians as having a.1 unemployment 
rate of over 10%. This year wo have identified the Mosca.Tero Apache 'l'ribc and tho 
Navajo Nation Standard Dclivecy ruca~-:Picuris Pueblo and Taos Pueblo fall within tho 

·boundaries of Taos County, which has.an unemployment rate of over 10% and is covered 
by Waiver #970135. The rcmainiug

1
pueblos/rcsorvations as listed luwc an unemployment 

rate of over 10%, but fall within: the boundaries of counties that have been dosignated as 
Labor Surplus Areas (Waiver# 970136) They arc Jicarilla Apache in Rio Arriba Co!Jnty, 
fomez Pui:iblo and Zia Pueblo i:ii'SaridQvatCouuty and Acomu and Laguna Pueblos fh 
Cibola County. : ~ ::" · ~ ~- ;1;:: :~: ! : : :· . 

. ·; \'.'' .-·=· :"•. 

The following pueblos a.re being includctl·in this rec.1uest because they havo an 
unemployment mt~ abovo 4.'5% ·ofahe·National Average according to 1he most recent 
information pyovidcd by the De~rtmcnt o.fl~abor) Bttreau of Labor Statistics. They y.ro 
San Juan Pnlfulo, S9-nta C~ara .Pue9lot Nam be ~ueblo, San IldefonsbP_~1cgJo, Sant~fora 
Pueblo, Tcsuque Pl:lcblo, Zum P1{cblc; San P"6hpe Pueblo, Santo Dom1wgo Pucblg,.:md 

• I 

:·'/..'. ·. ; · ... 

- ,·/. :)·-., ·:·.: 
'. . . ~ ·' . . ,; 

i.;W' .•. ·.• . 

~I ,,. • ' 



2147678670 

• · ~pP-12-00 06:13am From-FOOD STAMPS 2147678670 T-752 P.09/09 F-684 
.. 

:: 

; ... : .. ·, .) ... · 

··~~·~~.-.:/~' .1. 

" ' 

Jsleta Pueblo. 

The following pueblos have an unemployment ra.tc of over 10% as identified by tho most 
recent information provided bythc'D~artment of Labor, Buroau of Labor Statistics: 

J.S\\ ~ ~. " *'~·~ q,~t:f0i Uf 
... , Mcscalero Apache ·. 15.6% 

t-S A Navajo Nation SDA .16.3%::_, 

10. ANTICIPATED IMPACT Ol'f HOUSEHOl~DS AND STATE AGENCY 
OPERATIONS~ All individb.al ;:residing ju those areas will not be required to comply 
with a work requirc1ne11t. The sta.te Agency case management activity will continue to 
be simplified with a waiver oftl~~:workrequirement. 

1 · . " 
l J. CASELOAD JNFORMA TIO~ AND QUALITY CONTROL ERROR RATJ~ J?OR 

AFFECTED PORTION; There is no data available by reserva{ion or pueblo in order to 
identify potential AJ3AWDS.- l'be'tetjp00nts ·in the.pueblos includeil in this 1·cquest wm 
increase the number ofpotentiM!UJA·WDS identified in waivers 970135 and 970136. 
The error rate for reservations anCl pueblos is included with tho statistics found in 
paragraph 11 in waiver numbers.97C1ii35 and 970136. 

'i .· : . 
l 2. ANTICIPAT!i~D IMPl.1EM'EN1'ATION DATE: The waiver is currently implemented 

and would continue beginning A~ril l, 1999. Field staff will be infonned of areas 
impacted upon approval of the ~tension request. .. ·_;. ~1-~~~ :.·.~ -~_1 ·. ,. 

JJ. PROPOSE}) QUAl.lTY. CON~~OL (QC) REVIEW PROCEDURES: QuaJity 
control will not apply thework rQ<Jujr.e1;nent policy to individuals affected by the waiver. 
Quality control will continuc~tctapply;:E & T.work registration requirements to such 
individuals. ~1 . · 

14. SIGNATURE AND i1Ti·~~:ci;:1~~~E~r~:N~·oFF1cIAL= 
r- . -.. :':.:_,~ ... - ,.-·t:'~~-:~~;j.'.~~ ': .:·; ;, -· 

15. 


