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Subjeet: Request for Consxderatan St Waiver Fxtensxon

(\' ’v'\. -y

Dear Ms. Phillips: Y Bt :

The State of New Mexico Department of Human Services, Income Support Division respeet fully
requests consideration of a waiver extension of the Food Stamp work requirement rcgulations
contained in Personal Responsﬂnhty zmd Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Section
824. , :

This request includes waiver nunibers 970135 , §70136, and 970199.

The regulation requires that certain individuals comply with a 20 hour a week work requiroment
in order to continue to rocelve food starop benefits. A state may request a waiver of the
requirement for arcas with an unemployment rato over 10% or where there aro not sutficient jobs
to provide employment for 1ndmd uals rcqmred to comply with the work requirement,

ey
ol /

Thank you for your consxdcmtlon of thls warvar cxtcnsion request.

1f you or your staff have any ques‘uons, plcase do not hcsnaie to call me at (505) 827-7252, or
Sharon Regensberg at (505) 827-7738. -+ :

Sincerely, ' T A

Patsy Barnt(t o
Dircclor e
Iuconie Support Division :
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WAIVER EXTENSION REQUEST
WAIVER SERIAL NUMBER: “970135

TYPE OF REQUEST: ‘Extension’

_ PRIMARY REGULATION CITATION: Section 6(0) of the Faod Stamp Act, as

amended by Title VIIL of Section 824°of the Personal Responsibility and Work
Oppoartunity Recaonciliation Act 0{'1956.

SECONDARY REGULATION CI'I_‘ATION:
STATE: New Mexico

REGION:  Southwest -

R
- Fao o4t ’

RUEGULATORY REQU] REMEN’PS: Scction 824 requires that certain individuals
pasticipating in the Food Stamp Progfam be working or participating in a work program
for 20 hours a week, averaged over the month, in order to remain cligible to recoive food

stamp benefits. . SR

: ‘V

PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURES: The Human Services Departmeont
requests an extension of the waiver 6f theiwork requirement found in section 824, which
atlows New Maxico 1o waive the work requirement in areas with an unemployment rate
ol over 10 percent as identified by the Dépariment of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS). A S AP S

JUSTIFICATION FORREQUEST: The Human Services Departmont through the
DOL-BLS has identified counties with unemployment rates of over 10 percent,

This watver eurrently includes individiials residing in counties which have been identified
by BLS as having an unemployment ¥ate of over 10 percent, These counties are Luna,
Morg, and Taos, This waiver-exténsion request also includes tho Jicarilia Apache in Rio
Amiba County, Mescalero Apache in Otero County, Jemez Pueblo and Zia Pueblo in
Sandéyal County, Picuris and Taqsﬂpucblé\)s in Taos Counly and Laguna Pucblo in Cibola
Coi g, v W A 34 e
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W S T :
,Tli‘cginon County nnemploymentitafe‘dropped 10 9.8%, Chaves to 8.4%, Cibola County

———

drapped to 8.1%, Guadalupe 16°8.3%, Rio: Arriba County 10 7.4% and San Miguel County,’
10 7.0%; therefore, they ave not included-in this request for a waiver extension in areas
with an unemployment rate:over 10 petcent. However, they are included in waiver

number 970136 extension request under Labor Suiplus Areas. The following aro countics
with an unemployment rate:ovér L0Pércent, as identified from the most recent

information provided by the Departmicnt of Labor, Bureau of [.abor Statistics:
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COUNTY - UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
Luna 24.0%
Mora 17.3%
Taos 11.7%

16.  ANTICIPATED IMPACT ON HOUSEHOLDS AND STATE AGENCY: An
individual identified as a ABAWD and residing in thess counties will not be required to
comply with a worlc requirement in these arcas of high unemployment, The State Agency
case maintenance activily will continue to be simplified with a waiver extension of the
work requirement,

11. CASELOAD INFORMATION AND QUALITY CONTROL ERROR RATE FOR
AFFECTED PORTION: The Human Services Department has identified approximately
5,000 potentiat ABAWDS siatewide. Of that number, approximately 250 are identificd”
in the three counties included in this waiver exiension request.
The average error rate for FRY-99 for these counties is 6.55%. This includes crrors for all
elements, not ouly work requirément crrors,

12. ANTICIPATED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: The waiver is alrcady implementcd
and would continue beginning April 1, 2000. Field staff will be informed of the areas
affected upon approvﬂ of Ihs extansmn‘rcqucst b)c FNS.

%,

13. PFROPOSED QUALITY CONZI‘RGL (QC) PROCEDURES Quality Contro] will not
apply the work requirementpolicy:to:individnals in areas approved under this waiver.
Quality Control will continue to apply B &T work registration requirements to such
individuals,

14.  SIGNATURE AND TITLE.OF REQUESTING OFFICIAL:

Patsy B'lrna Du‘uctor .
Income Support Division ... " "r

1S.  DATE OF REQUEST:: <7 ~{iui n & .
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WAIVER EX’I ENSION REQUEST

'-.\w A

WAIVER SERIAL NUMBER R 970136

TN 1" o

TYPE OF REQUEST' ' Extensron

PRIMARY RECULATION CITAT'I ON3; Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Rcconc:hatton Act of 1996 Title V)JI Section 8§24

SECONDARY RE GULA’l IDN CITAT ION:

STATE: Nechx:co '
REGION: Southwest

REGULATORY REQUIREMEN‘X‘S ‘Bection 824 requires that certain individuals
participating in the Food Stamp Programbe workm{, or participating in a work program
for 20 hours a week, avcmged ovcr lhenionth in order to remain eligible to receive food
stamp benefits. RN

’ S ,_,, ,"{ i

PROPOSED ALTE RNATIVE PROCEDURES: Requost oxtension of waiver of
Section 824, which allowsNew Mexico fo waive the work requircment in arcas where
there are not sufficient jobs:to provide:émployment for individuals required 1o comply
with the work rcquuc:mem as 1dcntxﬁed by DOL-BLS

JUSTIFICATION I'OR RRQUFST' Tho IIuman Secrvices Department through the
DOL-BLS has identified as Labor Surplus Areas/counties. ‘The most recent data fov
Surplus Labor Areas is Deceniber 1999, The surplus labor data is tied to the

unemployment rate for the previous two-ycars.

This waiver eurrently includes ¢ouifities which have been identified as Labor Surplus
Aroas (LSA) by ths Dc.partm\cnt Labor, Economic Resgarch and Analysis. Theso )
counties are the City of Carlsb Ed‘dy:County, Catron Courxty, Chaves County, Cibola

_ County, Colfax \/ounty, Dona mty, Gran ’County, Guadalupe County, Luna ‘

County, McKinléy County, Ot&to Gunty minus the Cily of Alamogordo, Rio Aryik
County, San Juan oglrdny minus.thé Cityiof /k arminglon Miguel County, Sad oval
County niinus the City of Ria Rancho Soéan‘o and Torrance County. List of current
Areasis atlached. . S oo ovifdimn s
The following are counties i‘dénti‘i' e‘d a§ Sixrplus Labor Arcas from the most recent
information provided by the Dcpamnem of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics:

I .
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SURPLUS LABOR Y
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Chaves s, @%;\ka %
Cibola é

Colfax
Dona Ana /0,44@ a w(’/w s
Clty»of Carlsbad in Eddy County onlyﬁ*
Grant
vGuadalupe
VLuna
McKinley
Otero County miﬂm&%ef Alamogordo Mm&

\/Rlo Arsriba )
San Juan mivus-the C:A—yef Fi armmgton \Lﬁ:\@

\San Miguel
_Sandoval County mimasthe-City-of Rio Rancho %
Socoro ‘
Torrance
ANTICIPATED IMPACT ON HOUSEHOLDS AND STATE AGENCY: An
individual residing in these counties will not be required to comply with a work
requirement in these Surplus LaborAreas. The State Agency case management activity
will continize 1o be simplified, in fact, even become more simplified because the number
of arcas has increased, with 2 waiver extension of the work requirement.

CASELOAD INFORMATION AND QUALITY CONTROL ERROR RATE FOR
AFYECTED PORTION:: The current Food Stamp caseload is 64,357. Within this
caseload the Human Services: Department has identificd 11,557 individuals statewide
betwecn the ages of 18 and 59 and ‘whe: are prescntly registered under E & T
requirements. Thers are 3,645 individuals identified as Able Bodied Adults Without
Dependants. This represonts approximatély 31.53% of individuals between the ages of
18 and 59. Of these, 2121 individuals reside in the counties which would be exempled
from the 20 hour a week work requireiment under this waiver. This represents
approximately 58% of the ABAWD populahon

The average error rate bascd on data from October 1998 through Septcmber 1999, (most
recent data available) for these.countiesis 7.38%. This includes crrors for all categorices,
not only work requirement coros. =i . Lo
ANTICIPATED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: Watver is already implementcd and
would continue. Field staff will be mformed of additional arcas upon approval of the
walver by FNS. The extcnsio‘n i'::'thuestbd for one more year.

." DR :
PROPOSKED QUALITY CONTROL (QC) REVIEW PROCEDURES: Quality
Control will not apply the work requircment policy to individuals in counties and/or
Indian country approved under.this waiver. Quality Contro] will continue to apply & & T
work rcgisiration rcqmmment to suchwdwlduals
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14.  SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF REQUESTING OFFICIAL:

Palsy Bam&t, Director-
Income Support Division

15. DATE OF REQUEST: -* .
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- WALVER REQUEST

WAIVER SERIAL NUMBER: ** 970199

TYPY, OF REQUEST: - - Extension

PRIMARY REGULATION CI‘TATIDN: Scction 6(o) of the Food Stamp Act, as
amended by Title VIII of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996. - to

SECONDARY REGULATION CYTATION:
STATE: Ncw Mexiéo
REGION: Southwest B

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS: Section 824 requires that certain individuals
participating in the Food Stamp Program be working or participating in a work program
for 20 hours a week, averaged over the month, in order to romain eligiblo to receive food
stamp benefits. IR

PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURES: The Human Services Departmont
requests an extension of the waiver.ofithe work requircment found in Section 824, which
allows New Mexico {o waive the work requirement in areas where the unemployment rate
is over the national average or there are not sufficient jobs to provide employment for
individuals required to comply with the work requirement, as identificd by the
Dopartment of Labor-Bureau of Labor Statistics.

JUSTIFICATION FOR REQUEST: The I{uman Services Departniont through the
DOL-BLS has identified the following pucblos/reservations as having an unemployment
ratc of over 10%. This year wo have ideatified the Moscalero Apache Tribe and the
Navajo Nation Standard Delivery Area. Picuris Pueblo and Taos Pueblo {21l within the

‘boundaries of Taos County, which has.an unemployment rate of over 10% and is covered

by Waiver #970135. The remaining pueblos/reservations as listed have an unemployment
rate of over 10%, bul fall within the boundaries of counties that have been dosignated as
Labor Surplus Areas (Waiver # 970136) They are Jicarilla Apache in Rio Arriba County,
Jumez Pucblo and Zia Pueblo it Sandovil County and Acoma and Laguna Puchblos in

Cibola County. TR R R

The following pueblos arc being included in this request because they have an
miemployment rate above 4.5% of:the National Average according to the most recent
information provided by the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. They are
San JTuan Putblo, Santa Clara Pie lo, Naimbe Pustlo, San [ldefonso Pucklo, Sani%“ﬁara
Pueblo, Tesuque PZcblo, Zuni Prieblo, San Féh'pe Pucblo, Santo Dominé) Pucbly,-and

L .
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Isleta Pueblo.

'The following pixebios have an uﬁémployment rate of over 10% as identified Dy the most
recent information provided by the Department of Labot, Buroau of Labor Statistics:

o Bl G S Uy L4
’ . McscaleroApache?_} 15.6% s 8wy, UL

£5 A Navajo Nation SDA '16.3%,

ANTICIPATED IMPACT ON HOUSEHOLDS AND STATE AGENCY
OPERATIONS: An individual residing in these arcas will not be required to comply
with a work requirernent. The Sfale Agency case management activity will continue to
be simplified with a waiver of the Work requirement.

CASELOAD INFORMATI ;OP% AND QUALITY CONTROL ERROR RATE FOR
AFFECTED PORTION: 'I‘hcre} is no data available by reservation or pueblo in order to
identify potential ABAWDS.- The'retiplents in the-pueblos included in this request will
increase the number of polential ABAWDS identified in waivers 970135 and 970136.
The ervor rate for rescrvations an'gi pueblos is included with the statistics found in
paragraph 11 in waiver numbers 970135 and 970136. )

P
ANTICIPATED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: The waiver is currently implemented
and would continue beginning Apel 1, 1999, Field stafl will be informed of areas
impacted upon approval of the exiension request.

S e
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FROPOSED QUALITY. CONTROL (QC) REVIEW PROCEDURES: Quality
contrel will not apply the work requirenent policy to individuals affected by the waiver.
Quality control will continue:to.apply:E & T work registration requirements to such
individuals. T
SIGNATURE AND TIT#E'-OFJREQUEST ING OFFICIAL:
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Paisy Barneit, Director . 5
Income Support Division - . =" (455,

DATE OF REQUEST: - o
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